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OPENING AND WELCOME REMARKS 

 

SCOTT NELSON 
Practice Group Chair – Labor and Employment Practice (Firmwide) 
Houston  |  +1.713.229.1214  |  scott.nelson@bakerbotts.com 

Scott advises many of America's top companies on their employee issues 
and defends them in court when employees sue. 

Clients look to Scott as a seasoned, trusted, and regular advisor who helps 
them handle their most sensitive people matters in a thoughtful, practical, 
and strategic manner. He helps clients achieve their business objectives, 
while complying with ever-changing employment laws. When litigation 
arises, clients trust Scott to handle everything from day-to-day litigation to 
mission-critical trial work. Scott has significant experience and has had 
great success with high profile domestic and international employment 
matters, as well as complex employment and commercial litigation. 

Despite his strong record on summary judgment, Scott is a trial attorney at 
heart. He is comfortable and compelling in the courtroom, having prevailed 
for clients in cases ranging from simple labor arbitrations to jury and bench 
trials with hundreds of millions of dollars in potential liability exposure. He is 
known for his ease in working with clients, his thoughtful strategic approach, 
his artful use of diplomacy, and his relentless pursuit of victory. 

 

DANNY DAVID 
Managing Partner  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.4055  |  danny.david@bakerbotts.com 

Danny David is Managing Partner of Baker Botts and leads the firm's 
Executive Committee, guiding the strategic direction and growth of the firm. 

Danny maintains an active practice, representing companies and their 
officers and directors in securities class actions, fiduciary duty lawsuits, 
shareholder demands, and suits challenging mergers, and is a Chambers 
Band 1-ranked lawyer. Over the last ten years, he has worked on litigation 
related to over 50 mergers with an aggregate transaction value of over $200 
billion. Danny frequently represents special committees and audit 
committees in connection with investigations, governance issues, and 
derivative litigation. He also advises private equity in activist situations, proxy 
fights, and special situations. 
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Danny is routinely called upon for his courtroom acumen as a first-chair trial 
lawyer. He has served as lead trial counsel in complex civil litigation in courts 
across the nation and has extensive experience trying a wide range of 
commercial and securities and shareholder cases in Texas, Delaware, 
California, and New York. 

WHERE AI, EMPLOYEES, AND THE LAW INTERSECT 

 

RICHARD B. HARPER 
Partner In Charge - New York  |  New York 
+1.212.408.2675  |  richard.harper@bakerbotts.com 

Rich Harper advises and litigates on behalf of some of the world's most 
sophisticated technology, media, and entertainment companies. He leads 
litigation teams in business tort and breach of contract disputes, ranging 
from trade secret litigation to business defamation claims for clients such as 
PepsiCo and Formula 1 Racing. Within the business tort field, Rich has built a 
leading national practice in fiduciary duty and securities litigation, having 
represented the company and/or directors of Liberty Media, NASCAR, Starz, 
and Charter Communications. 

With a proven track record of success managing complex risk issues, Rich is 
a trusted advisor to management teams and directors, aligning business 
and legal strategies to achieve success in high-stakes commercial litigation. 
As co-chair of the firm’s Artificial Intelligence practice group, he helps clients 
navigate emerging AI-related litigation and regulations. He also advises 
clients on ESG, joint ventures, and other corporate structuring issues. 

 

 

PAUL R. MORICO 

Sector Co-Chair - Energy IP (Firmwide)  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1732  |  paul.morico@bakerbotts.com 

Paul Morico has broad experience in all areas of intellectual property 
litigation, including patent, trade secret, trademark and copyright litigation. 
He is a first-chair trial attorney, who has tried major, complex cases before 
judges and juries in the most active U.S. patent venues, before the 
International Trade Commission, and in Texas State Courts. Also, he has been 
lead counsel in numerous TRO proceedings, temporary injunction 
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proceedings and Markman hearings and in actions before the U.S. Patent 
Trial and Appeal Board. 

Paul represents clients in a wide range of industries and technologies 
including, oil & gas, home appliances and HVAC systems, automotive, 
computer software, semiconductors, nanotechnology DNA sequencing, gene 
therapy-based cancer treatments and plant genetics. He has approximately 
30 years' experience with energy and power-related technologies. Paul 
serves as the General Counsel and as an advisor to Alchemy Sciences, Inc., 
an early-stage company focused on the development of specialized 
chemicals for enhancing the production of oil and gas in hard to extract 
subterranean formations. 

Paul also has broad experience in patent portfolio development and 
management and in counseling clients in intellectual property-related 
transactions. 

SCOTT NELSON (SEE BIO ON PAGE 4) 

HANDLING EMPLOYEE SOX AND DODD-FRANK WHISTLEBLOWER COMPLAINTS 

 

JOHN B. LAWRENCE 

Partner  |  Dallas 
+1.214.953.6873  |  john.lawrence@bakerbotts.com 

John Lawrence is Co-Chair of the firmwide Securities & Shareholder Litigation 
Practice Group at Baker Botts and a leader of the securities litigation bar. He 
defends companies and their officers and directors in a wide range of high-
stakes matters, including contract claims, fraud claims, trade secret claims, 
securities and shareholder actions, M&A challenges, and other complex 
business disputes. He also assists clients with internal and government 
investigations, and advises clients on board governance and fiduciary duty 
matters and related corporate strategy. 

John is also a leader in the Dallas community. He currently serves on the 
Board of Directors of the American Red Cross North Texas Region, on the 
Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of Girls Inc. of Metropolitan 
Dallas, on the Executive Committee of Advisory Board of the Booker T. 
Washington High School for the Performing and Visual Arts, and on the DBA's 
Standing Committee on Equality. John also serves on the Dallas Regional 
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Chamber's Innovation Task Force, and is a graduate of the DRC's Leadership 
Dallas Class of 2024. 

U.S. SUPREME COURT EMPLOYMENT LAW UPDATE – AMES V. OHIO DEPT. OF YOUTH SVC. 

 

AARON STREETT 
Practice Group Chair - Supreme Court and Constitutional Law (Firmwide)  |  
Houston  |  +1.713.229.1855  |  aaron.streett@bakerbotts.com 

Aaron Streett has presented oral argument in the U.S. Supreme Court, two en 
banc circuit courts, the Texas Supreme Court, and various other federal and 
state appellate courts across the country. He has particularly extensive 
experience in the Fifth Circuit and D.C. Circuit, with 45 arguments across 
those two circuits alone. Aaron maintains an active practice in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, representing parties in merits cases nine times 
since 2010, as well as filing numerous amicus and certiorari-stage briefs. His 
appellate practice includes commercial litigation, federal statutory issues, 
constitutional law, administrative law, environmental law, jurisdictional 
issues, securities, antitrust, religious liberty, and energy litigation. 

Aaron is one of only two Texas-based appellate lawyers to be ranked both 
statewide and nationally in Appellate Law by Chambers USA (2025). He 
serves as the Secretary of the Fifth Circuit Bar Association and as an elected 
member of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers and the American 
Law Institute.  

IMMIGRATION LAW UPDATE 

 

CONNICA LEMOND 
Staff Lawyer  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1785  |  connica.lemond@bakerbotts.com 

Connica Lemond focuses on labor and employment law issues. With over 
twenty years of litigation and counseling experience, she has a broad base 
of knowledge on topics ranging from individual and business immigration 
issues to federal contract compliance matters.  

Connica has had extensive experience litigating misclassification cases 
relating to overtime under the FLSA, pay equity and pay transparency issues, 

mailto:aaron.streett@bakerbotts.com
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and has provided practical approaches to her clients on compliance 
matters in this field. 

Working as an in-house attorney and HR Director for a federal contractor, 
Connica honed her experience on compliance-related issues and business 
immigration law. Through her representation of former clients, Connica has 
experience addressing complex issues such as Davis-Bacon requirements 
for construction-related federal contract recipients, as well as the multitude 
of Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 
rules and requirements that come with federal contracting. She has also 
counseled clients in the medical, education, and hospitality industries. 

THE LATEST EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION, EMPLOYEE BENEFITS & ERISA LITIGATION ISSUES 

 

TINA Q. NGUYEN 
Deputy Department Chair - Litigation (Houston) 
Practice Group Co-Chair - ERISA Litigation (Firmwide)  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1304  |  tina.nguyen@bakerbotts.com 

Tina Q. Nguyen is a skilled trial lawyer in high-stakes, complex commercial 
matters. Her practice focuses on energy litigation, pension and ERISA 
matters, real estate, and other significant disputes, including class action 
lawsuits. She represents clients in business litigation involving fraud claims, 
fiduciary obligations, contracts, and other business torts. 

Tina is the President of the Federal Bar Association for the Southern District of 
Texas and sits on the Executive Committee of the Institute for Energy Law. 
She also serves on the Board of Directors of BakerRipley. 

 

JASON LODEN 

Partner  |  Dallas 
+1.214.953.6798  |  jason.loden@bakerbotts.com 

Jason Loden is a partner in the Dallas office of Baker Botts. Jason focuses his 
practice on employee benefits, executive compensation, and taxation. Jason 
advises clients regarding the implementation and administration of 
employee benefit plans, Including qualified retirement plans, nonqualified 
deferred compensation plans, equity incentive plans, and welfare benefit 
programs. He also focuses on keeping clients up to date and in compliance 
with the provisions of ERISA, the Internal Revenue Code and other federal 

mailto:jason.loden@bakerbotts.com
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laws as well as providing planning recommendations and strategies based 
on client need and expectations. In addition, Jason counsels clients on 
employee benefit and executive compensation issues in mergers and 
acquisitions. His clients include public, private and nonprofit entities. 

 

RON AIZEN 

Partner  |  New York 
+1.212.408.2574  |  ron.aizen@bakerbotts.com 

Ron Aizen focuses on compensation and benefits matters, including public 
and private M&A, initial public offerings, bankruptcy and restructuring, and 
general tax, securities and employment advice. Ron also negotiates and 
drafts compensatory plans and agreements (including equity and cash 
incentive and deferred compensation plans and employment, separation, 
change in control and retention agreements) and provides related advice 
concerning tax (including Sections 280G and 409A) and securities law 
issues. He helps public companies navigate compensation- related 
disclosure (including CD&A, Form 8-K, and Section 16) and corporate 
governance issues (including say on pay and shareholder approval of equity 
incentive plans). In 2024, Ron was recognized as a top lawyer in Employee 
Benefits by Super Lawyers. 

STRATEGIES FOR HANDLING A SERIOUS WORKPLACE ACCIDENT WITH INJURIES 

 

RUSSELL LEWIS 

Partner  |  Partner In Charge - Houston  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1767  |  russell.lewis@bakerbotts.com 

Russell Lewis serves as partner in charge of the Houston office. He has 
substantial experience helping clients navigate multi-faceted matters that 
include complex commercial cases, crisis response, class actions, and 
government investigations. He also regularly counsels companies on 
regulatory and compliance matters. 

With extensive experience in disputes, Mr. Lewis has represented clients in 
matters as diverse as large-scale commercial cases, environmental 
matters, claims arising out of production sharing contracts and operating 
agreements, condemnation proceedings, class actions, negligence, product 
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liability, and ERISA issues. He has litigated numerous cases in state and 
federal courts, as well as before international arbitral institutions. 

 

SCOTT ELLIOTT 

Partner  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1344  |  scott.elliott@bakerbotts.com 

Scott Elliott advises a wide range of clients on environmental, health and 
safety issues. Scott routinely counsels clients in the chemical and energy 
industries on matters involving major industrial accidents, crisis response, 
process safety incidents and workplace fatalities. Scott counsels clients with 
regards to compliance obligations under the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)'s Risk Management Program (RMP) regulations issued under 
the Clean Air Act (CAA), and Process Safety Management (PSM) program 
regulations by the Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA). He 
routinely counsels clients on conducting internal investigations. Additionally, 
Scott also advises clients on enforcement matters involving the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE). 

Scott has helped clients respond to investigations by OSHA, the EPA, the 
Chemical Safety Board (CSB), the Department of Justice (DOJ), the BSEE and 
state regulatory agencies. 

 

HARRISON F. REBACK 

Partner  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1567  |  harrison.reback@bakerbotts.com 

Harrison Reback is a go-to resource for federal and state Clean Air Act 
regulatory compliance counseling across the energy value chain. Harrison is 
well versed in the operational needs and environmental compliance issues 
for clients at the well head, across transportation and processing facilities, 
and downstream at refineries, chemical plants, and electric generating 
facilities. 

Harrison represents clients in routine counseling matters and enforcement 
defense before EPA, PHMSA, OSHA, TCEQ, and Harris County, among other 
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agencies. Through this work, Harrison has established particularly strong 
relationships with staff at EPA Region 6 and state environmental regulators in 
Texas, New Mexico, and North Dakota. 

Harrison also routinely supports clients in crisis response activities and 
emergency response planning. Harrison has deployed to major incidents at 
well sites, gas plants, refineries, chemical plants, and other facilities outside 
the energy sector. Harrison has led initial response activities, interfaced with 
responding state and federal agencies, conducted incident and 
whistleblower investigations, and defended against resulting enforcement 
actions in the wake of fires, fatalities, and chemical releases. 

 

PREPARING WITNESSES:  A DEMONSTRATIVE SESSION 

 

KEVIN T. JACOBS 

Partner  |  Section Chair - Litigation (Firmwide)  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1947  |  kevin.jacobs@bakerbotts.com 

Kevin Jacobs' trial practice focuses on commercial disputes and arbitrations 
for clients in the energy, chemicals, transportation, and life sciences 
industries. Mr. Jacobs' work in the energy space has included renewables, 
power, mid-stream, and downstream disputes before courts, regulatory 
bodies, and arbitration panels.  He has tried over twenty lawsuits, 
arbitrations, and regulatory proceedings to decision, including eleven jury 
trials, in five different states. His trial practice is centered on his talent for 
effectively conveying his clients' stories to juries, judges, and arbitrators. His 
cases have involved a broad range of claims, including breach of contract, 
trade secret misappropriation, fraud, environmental, water rights, 
construction and other business torts. 

 

LOUIS E. (LOUIE) LAYRISSON III 
Partner  |  Department Chair - Litigation (Houston) 
Practice Group Co-Chair - Energy Litigation (Firmwide)  |  Houston 
+1.713.229.1421  |  louie.layrisson@bakerbotts.com 

Louie Layrisson’s broad trial practice includes complex commercial disputes 
in the oil and gas, power and renewables, manufacturing, and technology 
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sectors. He also advises clients on risk mitigation for energy transition 
projects. 

Louie is ranked nationally in oil and gas litigation by Chambers USA, 2020-
2025 (Band 2), where he has been described as an "absolutely fantastic" 
advocate. The Legal 500 and Lawdragon have also shortlisted Louie in their 
leading energy lawyer rankings (2023-2025). 

In the energy industry, Louie works closely with investors, developers, 
manufacturers, operators, service companies, transporters, marketers, and 
refiners across the U.S. on operations advice and disputes across all energy 
sectors. Louie has handled disputes related to the energy supply chain and 
force majeure, leases and power agreements, joint ventures and 
partnerships, trade secrets, title, surface disputes, environmental issues, 
transportation agreements, indemnity, and insurance recovery. 
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WHERE AI, EMPLOYEES, AND THE LAW INTERSECT 

 

COURTNEY FLORES 

Managing Compliance Counsel | Motiva Enterprises 

Courtney Flores is Managing Compliance Counsel at Motiva Enterprises LLC, 
where she advises on enterprise compliance, investigations, and program 
effectiveness. Her background spans anti-corruption compliance, 
international trade controls, and global policy implementation, with prior 
in-house roles at KBR, Inc. and Baker Hughes supporting complex, 
cross-border operations. She partners with business stakeholders to 
translate regulatory requirements into practical training, controls, and 
culture-building initiatives that reduce risk and enable growth.  

 

 

TENLEY KRUEGER 

Vice President Global Intellectual Property | Technip Energies 

With more than 20 years of experience in intellectual property law and 
portfolio management, Tenley Krueger has developed a deep understanding 
of both the legal and business dimensions of IP. Her career spans work with 
large multinational corporations, U.S.-based law firms, and international 
organizations—including time spent living and working in Malaysia as an 
expat—providing her with a strong global perspective on intellectual 
property issues. 

Tenley has also served on the boards of privately held companies and 
educational institutions, gaining valuable experience in governance, 
strategy, and leadership. She is committed to service in her community, 
volunteering as a licensed mediator and as a Guardian ad Litem for Child 
Advocates of Fort Bend. 

Whether advising on patent, trademark, or copyright matters, managing IP 
portfolios, or resolving complex disputes, Tenley brings a strategic and 
practical approach to every engagement. She is passionate about helping 
organizations and individuals protect and maximize the value of their 
intellectual property assets. 
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LATASHA MCDADE 
Senior Counsel | ExxonMobil  

Latasha McDade is a graduate of Texas A&M University (College Station, 
Texas) and South Texas College of Law (Houston, Texas). After graduation 
from law school, she joined Exxon Mobil Corporation (“ExxonMobil”) in the 
Litigation Section of the Law Department.   

Throughout her career, Latasha has worked in various roles gaining 
experience in litigation, upstream commercial transactions, and 
environmental matters, including a rotation at ExxonMobil’s refinery in 
Beaumont, Texas serving as site counsel.   

She is currently Senior Counsel in the Labor and Employment Section where 
she provides day-to-day advice and counsel on matters related to anti-
discrimination laws, recruiting, performance management, workplace 
investigations, and equal employment opportunity.  Her specialty is global 
outsourcing, divestments, and reductions in force. She is also on the board of 
the Houston Chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel.  In her 
recreational time, she enjoys sporting events, festivals, and travel.   

HANDLING EMPLOYEE SOX AND DODD-FRANK WHISTLEBLOWER COMPLAINTS 

 

KIMBERLY PILCHER 
Managing Counsel | ExxonMobil ; Past President | Houston ACC  

As Managing Counsel of ExxonMobil, Kimberly Pilcher practices in the Labor & 
Employment law group at ExxonMobil.  She has experience first chairing 
cases in labor arbitration and handles a wide variety of labor and 
employment matters involving the:  National Labor Relations Act, Fair Labor 
Standards Act, Family Medical Leave Act, Americans with Disability Act, Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission matters and harassment policy 
investigations – essentially anything employee related.   

Prior to her role at ExxonMobil, Kim was in a sales role for over a decade 
selling credit and mortgage reports to financial institutions.  In her spare 
time, she enjoys golf, running, triathlons, travel, cross stitch and gardening.  
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PREPARING WITNESSES:  A DEMONSTRATIVE SESSION 

 

JACKI CAUGHERTY 
Senior Counsel, Employment Litigation | Exxon Mobil 

Jacki Caugherty (COCK-ER-TEA) is Senior Counsel, Employment Litigation for 
Exxon Mobil Corporation, , where she handles the Company’s employment 
litigation both domestically and internationally. She has worked at 
ExxonMobil since 2013 and in 2017 was honored as the Individual In-House 
Employment Counsel of the Year by the Global Counsel Awards, in 
association with the ACC.  Jacki is Board Certified in Employment Law by the 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization and has practiced employment law 
exclusively for 23 years.  She is a proud Iowa Hawkeye and spreads her free 
time chasing around her two young children. 

Prior to ExxonMobil Jacki worked at Norton Rose Fulbright, and attended the 
Univ of Iowa for both undergrad and law school.   
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