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 WHY TEXAS, WHY NOW? BOARD‑LEVEL DRIVERS 
BEHIND CORPORATE MOVES 

 

JUDGE GRANT DORFMAN 

Administrative Presiding Judge, Eleventh Business Court Division in Houston 

Grant Dorfman serves as the Administrative Presiding Judge of the Eleventh 
Business Court Division in Houston, having been appointed by Governor 
Abbott effective September 1, 2024. He previously presided over the 129th and 
334th Civil District Courts in Harris County and has held senior roles across 
government and private practice, including Deputy First Assistant to the 
Texas Attorney General, Senior In‑House Counsel for Nabors Industries, and 
Of Counsel at Sheehy, Ware & Pappas. Before taking the bench, Judge 
Dorfman practiced commercial litigation in Houston with Susman Godfrey 
and Ogden, Gibson, White & Broocks. He is a graduate of Brown University, 
Oxford University, and Yale Law School, and clerked for Judge Jerry E. Smith 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. 

 

ELIZABETH MILLER 

Professor of Law and M. Stephen and Alyce A. Beard Chair in Business and 
Transactional Law, Baylor Law School 

Elizabeth Miller is the foremost authority on Texas business organizations law 
and a nationally recognized expert on limited liability companies and 
partnerships. A longtime advisor on Texas business legislation, she has 
served on numerous drafting committees for model and uniform statutes 
and was a principal drafter of the ABA’s Prototype Limited Liability 
Partnership Act. Professor Miller is the co‑author of leading treatises on Texas 
business organizations law published by Thomson Reuters and has held 
senior leadership roles within the ABA and the State Bar of Texas. She is a 
former practitioner and has been a member of the Baylor Law School faculty 
since 1991. 

https://www.txcourts.gov/businesscourt/about-the-court/judge-grant-dorfman/
https://law.baylor.edu/person/elizabeth-miller
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TRAVIS J. WOFFORD 

Department Chair - Corporate (Houston), Vice Chair of the Global M&A 
Practice, and member of the Securities Opinion Committee, Baker Botts L.L.P. 
travis.wofford@bakerbotts.com 

Travis Wofford is a trusted advisor to several public and private companies 
in their strategic transactions, capital raising activities, and SEC disclosure 
matters. He regularly counsels companies and their boards on fiduciary 
duty, sustainability, and corporate governance matters, including controlling 
stockholder and related party transactions.  

Travis has assisted many clients in proxy planning and takeover defense, 
including "poison pill" rights plans. He has also advised issuers, underwriters 
and investors in novel, market-moving capital raising structures and liability 
management transactions. Travis has particular experience in the energy 
and technology sectors. As an avid proponent of corporate governance 
education, Travis sits on the board of directors of NACD's Texas TriCities 
Chapter (covering Houston, Austin, and San Antonio) and regularly leads 
board, individual director and general counsel training and guidance. 

 

 

https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/w/wofford-travis-j
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 SHAREHOLDER ACTIVISM: STRATEGY, DEFENSE 
AND ENGAGEMENT 

 

GREGORY J. GOFF 

CEO, Amber Energy 

Gregory J. Goff is an accomplished industry veteran with a 40+ year track 
record of successfully managing and growing energy and energy-related 
businesses. He brings significant experience in the areas of exploration & 
production, marketing and logistics, refining, trading, and lower carbon 
energy solutions, including renewable fuels. He has a demonstrated history 
of prioritizing environmental stewardship as an essential aspect of corporate 
responsibility. 

Mr. Goff was previously Chairman, President, and CEO of Andeavor (formerly 
known as Tesoro) from 2010 until its acquisition by Marathon Petroleum in 
2018. At Andeavor, Mr. Goff spearheaded a successful financial 
transformation. Prior to joining Andeavor, Mr. Goff had a nearly 30-year 
career with ConocoPhillips, where he held various leadership positions in 
Exploration & Production, Downstream, and Commercial. Mr. Goff currently 
serves as CEO of Claire Technologies, Inc., a technology company providing 
low-carbon solutions to decarbonize the energy and transportation sectors. 

Mr. Goff is currently a member of the board of directors of Avient (formerly 
PolyOne Corporation) and XEnergy. Additionally, he is the Founder of the Goff 
Strategic Leadership Center at the University of Utah David Eccles School of 
Business. 

 

VAL MACK 

Managing Director, FTI Consulting | val.mack@fticonsulting.com 

Val Mack is a Managing Director in the Strategic Communications segment 
of FTI Consulting. 

Ms. Mack advises companies on how to prepare for and approach 
shareholder activists and navigate M&A. Additionally, she advises private 
capital on how to build their brands through profile raising and transaction 

https://amberenergy.com/leadership/gregory-goff/
https://www.fticonsulting.com/experts/val-mack
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communications. She advises with a keen eye for creating opportunities and 
managing risk. 

Before joining FTI Consulting, Ms. Mack worked for Elliott Management on 
communications and public affairs as the hedge fund grew assets under 
management (“AUM”) from approximately $35 billion to approximately $50 
billion and built the firm’s private equity arm. Her role encompassed 
communications on regulatory issues, investment-specific efforts, media 
prep for executives, reputation management, and quarterly investor 
communications. 

Ms. Mack spent a decade in U.S. politics as a communications advisor and 
opposition researcher working on elections in more than 30 states and 
worked on two presidential primary campaigns. She also worked in the U.S. 
Senate and in the Massachusetts State House. 

Ms. Mack holds a B.A. in communication studies, cum laude, from 
Northeastern University. 

 

DANNY DAVID 

Managing Partner, Baker Botts L.L.P.  |  danny.david@bakerbotts.com 

Danny David is Managing Partner of Baker Botts and leads the firm's 
Executive Committee, guiding the strategic direction and growth of the firm. 

Danny maintains an active practice, representing companies and their 
officers and directors in securities class actions, fiduciary duty lawsuits, 
shareholder demands, and suits challenging mergers, and is a Chambers 
Band 1-ranked lawyer. Over the last ten years, he has worked on litigation 
related to over 50 mergers with an aggregate transaction value of over $200 
billion. Danny frequently represents special committees and audit 
committees in connection with investigations, governance issues, and 
derivative litigation. He also advises private equity in activist situations, proxy 
fights, and special situations. 

Danny is routinely called upon for his courtroom acumen as a first-chair trial 
lawyer. He has served as lead trial counsel in complex civil litigation in courts 
across the nation and has extensive experience trying a wide range of 
commercial and securities and shareholder cases in Texas, Delaware, 
California, and New York. 

 

https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/d/david-danny
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 BOARDROOM IN THE AGE OF AI: DEFINING 
YOUR STRATEGIC OVERSIGHT ROLE 

 

JOANNA BURKEY  

Corporate Board Director, CorVel Corporation, Bed, Bath & Beyond, Inc., and 
ReliabilityFirst Corporation  

Joanna Burkey is a transformational leader, corporate board director, and 
senior executive with deep expertise in cybersecurity, technology, and digital 
transformation, with a particular focus on AI‑driven risk and governance. Her 
career has centered on helping organizations navigate complex technology 
change, enterprise risk, and crisis management, bringing a pragmatic, 
board‑level perspective to oversight of audit, risk, compliance, and emerging 
technologies. 

Joanna has held senior executive roles at global organizations across the 
U.S. and Europe, most recently serving as Chief Information Security Officer at 
HP Inc., where she was responsible for cybersecurity strategy and technology 
risk at scale. She now advises enterprises on cybersecurity, AI risk, digital 
transformation, and governance, drawing on experience spanning 
organizations from early‑stage companies to global enterprises, including HP 
Inc. and Siemens AG. 

Joanna currently serves as a director, chair of the Technology Committee, 
and member of the Audit & Compensation Committee at Bed Bath & 
Beyond, Inc. (NYSE: BBBY); an independent director at CorVel Corporation 
(CRVL); and the lead independent director, chair of the Finance & Audit 
Committee, and member of the Talent & Compensation and Risk & 
Compliance Committees at ReliabilityFirst Corporation. She is a board 
member of the NACD Texas TriCities Chapter and holds NACD Directorship 
certification and Qualified Technology Executive certification. She also holds 
a certification in Business Applications of AI from Northwestern University’s 
Kellogg School of Management. 

A recognized thought leader on cybersecurity and AI risk, she was named 
one of the Top 100 CISOs in 2022 and is a contributing author to “Tribe of 
Hackers: Security Leaders.”  

https://www.nacdonline.org/texas-tricities/texas-tricities-leadership/ttc-board-of-directors/joanna-burkey/
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AMY MARLYSE PLATO 

Executive Vice President, Legal & Corporate Affairs, Motiva Enterprises LLC 

Amy Marlyse Plato is Executive Vice President, Legal & Corporate Affairs at 
Motiva Enterprises, where she joined in January 2020 as Executive Vice 
President, General Counsel, Secretary, and Business Compliance Officer. Her 
remit includes legal, compliance, tax advisory and planning, stakeholder 
relations, public affairs, and records management.  

Previously, she spent seven years at Aramco Services Company, serving as 
primary corporate counsel for its subsidiary Saudi Refining, Inc., and earlier 
was a partner in private practice at Zabel Freeman and Mayer Brown 
handling complex commercial litigation, including oil and gas disputes and 
fraud/RICO matters.  

She earned a B.A. from Dartmouth College and a J.D. from The University of 
Texas School of Law. 

 

SARAH J. DODSON 

Partner, AI Steering Committee, Baker Botts, L.L.P.  |  
sarah.dodson@bakerbotts.com 

Sarah Dodson guides public and private companies through their most 
innovative and challenging business transactions. 

Energy and tech clients count on Sarah's collaborative solutions for a wide 
range of M&A, capital markets, private equity, joint venture, and other 
strategic transactions. Sarah also helps her clients navigate general 
corporate matters, including corporate governance practices (particularly 
around AI and other emerging issues), as well as SEC and stock exchange 
reporting and disclosure requirements. 

In addition to her practice, Sarah dedicates time to various leadership roles 
within the firm. She serves on the firm's AI Steering Committee and serves as 
the Firmwide Chair of the Baker Botts Women in Action initiative. 

https://www.motiva.com/about-us/our-leadership/amy-marlyse-plato
https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/d/dodson-sarah-j
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RICHARD B. HARPER 

Chair – AI Group (Firmwide), Partner In Charge - New York, Baker Botts L.L.P. 
richard.harper@bakerbotts.com 

Rich Harper advises and litigates on behalf of some of the world's most 
sophisticated technology, media, and entertainment companies. He leads 
litigation teams in business tort and breach of contract disputes, ranging 
from trade secret litigation to business defamation claims for clients such as 
PepsiCo and Formula 1 Racing. Within the business tort field, Rich has built a 
leading national practice in fiduciary duty and securities litigation, having 
represented the company and/or directors of Liberty Media, NASCAR, Starz, 
and Charter Communications. 

With a proven track record of success managing complex risk issues, Rich is 
a trusted advisor to management teams and directors, aligning business 
and legal strategies to achieve success in high-stakes commercial litigation. 
As co-chair of the firm’s Artificial Intelligence practice group, he helps clients 
navigate emerging AI-related litigation and regulations. He also advises 
clients on ESG, joint ventures, and other corporate structuring issues. 

In addition to leading the AI group, Rich serves as the Partner-in-Charge of 
Baker Botts' New York office. He previously served as the New York office's 
Litigation Department Chair and Hiring Partner, as well as on the firm's 
Executive Committee. 

 

  

https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/h/harper-richard-b
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 FIRESIDE CHAT: GEOPOLITICAL RISK AND 
CORPORATE RESILIENCE: WHAT BOARDS 
SHOULD BE FOCUSED ON NOW 

 

KENNETH B. MEDLOCK III, PH.D. 

Senior Director, Center for Energy Studies, Baker Institute for Public Policy 

Kenneth B. Medlock III, Ph.D. is the James A. Baker, III, and Susan G. Baker 
Fellow in Energy and Resource Economics at the Baker Institute and Senior 
Director of the Center for Energy Studies. He also directs Rice University’s 
Master of Energy Economics program and serves as an adjunct professor in 
economics and engineering. Dr. Medlock is a widely published energy 
economist whose work focuses on global energy markets, energy transitions, 
and the economic forces shaping technology adoption. 

Dr. Medlock is a frequent advisor and speaker on U.S. and international 
energy issues, has testified before Congress on energy exports and 
electricity markets, and regularly addresses industry, policy, and academic 
audiences worldwide, including OPEC. He has served in leadership roles 
within the U.S. Association for Energy Economics and has been recognized 
with numerous awards for research excellence and contributions to energy 
education. He received his Ph.D. in economics from Rice University. 

 

GEORGE FIBBE 

Partner, Baker Botts, L.L.P. |  george.fibbe@bakerbotts.com 

Drawing on his broad experience in private practice, as a general counsel, 
and in government service, George Fibbe represents clients in complex 
commercial disputes and regulatory matters. George's practice focuses on 
high stakes matters across the energy sector, including upstream and 
midstream oil and gas, LNG, renewables, nuclear, and the power industry. 

Before joining Baker Botts, George served as Deputy General Counsel for 
Litigation, Regulation & Enforcement for the U.S. Department of Energy, where 
he oversaw a wide range of legal matters arising from the Department's 

https://www.bakerinstitute.org/expert/kenneth-b-medlock-iii
https://www.bakerbotts.com/people/f/fibbe-george
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missions of advancing energy security, promoting scientific innovation, 
ensuring security and environmental cleanup of the nation's nuclear 
weapons complex, and other energy-related operations. In that role, he 
worked closely with the Department of Justice, the Office of Management & 
Budget's Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), and other 
federal agencies. 

At DOE, George was responsible for the Department's large-scale complex 
litigation and pre-litigation matters, including major environmental and 
nuclear waste related matters, regulatory and administrative claims, 
contractor disputes, intellectual property and other commercial contracts, 
employment and whistleblower disputes, and land acquisition. 

George also was lead counsel for departmental rulemakings and related 
regulatory and administrative matters, including serving as chair of the 
Department's deregulatory task force. He was responsible for all civil 
enforcement matters of the Department and headed the team dedicated to 
enforcement of energy efficiency standards for manufacturers. 
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