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Firmwide

INTRODUCTION
Engaging in pro bono is central to who we are at Baker Botts. As we dive into 2019, we are glad to 
share notable results of our pro bono work that showcase our commitment to the communities in 
which we live and work, and to which we gratefully provide access to justice. 

Our lawyers provide the same high caliber of service to our pro bono clients as we do to our 
commercial clients. We encourage our lawyers and sta� to devote significant time to pro bono cases.  

We value pro bono work as much as we value the services we provide to fee-paying clients; we 
devote the same level of dedication and passion to every matter.

Our lawyers work on pro bono matters throughout all stages of their career, beginning at the 
summer associate level.  We fully support these cases and the attorneys who work on them 
through intensive mentoring, training and sharing of all of the firm’s resources. 

Each year, we provide thousands of hours of pro bono legal services to a broad array of causes. 
On average, we spend 30,000 hours on pro bono causes every year, including a number of 
life-changing cases. 

The pro bono matters on which we worked last year ranged from asylum and immigration 
assistance to advocating on behalf of survivors of domestic violence and from advocating for 
veterans to advising nonprofits. 
 
Our selection of causes reflects the firm’s diversity and the varied interests of our lawyers. 
It is with great pride that we share an overview of the extraordinary results and variety of pro 
bono work done in 2018. We thank every lawyer and every sta� member who spent time on these 
important matters. We could not have helped so many without everyone’s e�orts. 
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hours spent on Pro Bono 
causes every year

30,000

of associates participate 
in Pro Bono

75%

Pro Bono cases in 2018
492

of partners participate 
in Pro Bono

38%
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Asylum,
Immigration,

Refugees

The global challenge of asylum seekers and 
refugees dominated the headlines in 2018, 
and we have been deeply involved in numer-
ous matters in this area. Our work helping 
immigrants and refugees in 2018 took up a 
large amount of our pro bono hours, as we 
focused on helping those fleeing increasing 
persecution and oppression in their home 
countries across the world. 

REFUGEE ASSISTANCE
Our Brussels o�ce, working with the 
International Refugee Assistance Program, 
the legal advocacy organization in Belgium 
for refugees and displaced people, assisted 
with an Iranian client’s application for 
refugee status and refugee status 
determination before the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), a 
program that protects refugees and assists in 
their voluntary repatriation, local integration 
or resettlement. 

Our Brussels o�ce, working with the Interna-
tional Refugee Assistance Project, an organi-
sation that provides assistance to refugees 
and displaced people, prepare the application 
for refugee status determination for an Irani-
an client before the United Nations High 
Commissioner for refugees (UNCHR) a 
program that protects refugees and assists in 
their voluntary repatriation, local integration 
or resettlement.  

Brussels also aided a gay couple with the 
preparation of their application for resettle-
ment before UNHCR.  The couple, who had 
fled Iraq for Turkey, were granted refugee 
status and eventually migrated to a country in 
which they will be safe. 
  
ASYLUM FOR HONDURAN MINOR 
We helped our client from Honduras win a 
grant of asylum to the United States.

Because of our client’s sexual orientation, 
she was the victim of violence from both her 
family and the Honduran community. When 
she tried to distance herself from her abusive 
family, she became the target of a local gang.
 
The Tahirih Justice Center, an organization 
that partners with law firms to represent 
people who experience gender 
discrimination, referred the client to us.

Since our client had entered the United States 
as an unaccompanied minor, we were able 
to utilize the protections o�ered to 
unaccompanied alien children to help 
strengthen her asylum claim. 

We interviewed the client, wrote briefs and 
supporting materials, including expert 
testimony, and created country condition 
reports in furtherance of her asylum 
application. After the immigration judge 
reviewed our materials and interviewed our 
client, asylum was granted.

WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL IN IMMIGRATION COURT
We won a grant of withholding of removal in 
Arlington, Virginia’s Immigration Court for our 
client, a 44-year-old gay man from Honduras. 

Withholding of removal is a temporary form 
of protection for an alien facing the return to 
a home country that threatens his or her life 
or freedom.

Our client su�ered severe persecution in 
Honduras because of his sexual orientation 
and political beliefs regarding LGBT rights. 
He was the target of physical and sexual 
violence as a child in Honduras and was 
assaulted, robbed and extorted by the 
Honduran police as an adult. 

Our client also participated in protests and 
marches with Honduran LGBT groups 
following a 2009 coup d’état, which resulted 
in increased violence against the local 
LGBT community. 

He fled Honduras and arrived in the United 
States in 2017. The case was referred to us by 
Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition, 
a non-profit organization providing legal 
services for detained immigrants in 
Washington, D.C.

During our client’s Immigration Court 
hearing, following direct examination, the 
Department of Homeland Security agreed 
that he was credible and did not contest the 
application withholding his removal. Our 
client is now out of detention.   

 Our client is now living in Houston with her 
extended family and thriving. We look 
forward to assisting with her green card 
application in 2019. 

ASYLUM FOR UGANDAN POLITICAL ACTIVIST 
This year, we won asylum for a student 
activist from Uganda. Our client had held a 
leadership role in an opposition political 
party and, because of his political activities, 
he was repeatedly threatened by government 
security forces, as well as detained and tortured. 
In 2010, our client fled Uganda for a 
neighboring country and arrived in the 
United States in 2015. His application for 
asylum was initially denied. Immigration 
services provider American Gateways then 
referred the case to us. 

At Immigration Court, the judge reviewed 
our briefings on current country conditions 
in Uganda, which detailed the pervasive 
mistreatment and torture of the ruling 
party’s political opponents, and listened to 
our client’s testimony. 

Even though the government had opposed 
the asylum application, the immigration 
judge found our client’s testimony credible 
and granted his application for asylum 
immediately following the hearing. The 
government then waived any further appeal.
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Litigation

VETERANS
We achieved a victory for a pro bono veteran 
client at the United States Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims (CAVC). The case involved 
issues of first impression regarding money 
paid to fiduciaries because of improper 
incarceration of our veteran client in a state 
mental facility. 

The veteran initially filed his appeal pro se 
from a decision by the Board of Veterans’ 
Appeals, arguing that the payments made by the 
Veterans Administration to fiduciaries should 
be refunded, as he was improperly incarcerated. 

A one-judge panel of the CAVC referred the 
case to a three-judge panel because the case 
involved issues that had not been before the 
court before. The CAVC requested pro bono 
counsel and referred the case to us for appeal.
 
We crafted persuasive briefs arguing that 
the client’s fiduciaries had not been validly 
appointed and that the payments made to 
them were improper. While preparing for 
oral argument, the O�ce of the Secretary 
of Veterans A�airs settled with the 
veteran, providing him with a complete 
monetary victory. 

LEGAL VICTORY IN SIXTH CIRCUIT UN-
CONSTITUTIONAL SENTENCING CASE
We won an important legal victory at the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit in a habeas case involving a claim of 
unconstitutional sentencing.

In 2010, our client was charged with several 
crimes in Michigan and was found guilty 
after a jury trial, which should have subjected 
him to a minimum sentence of no more than 
five years. 

At that time, under Michigan’s sentencing 
guidelines, judges were required to score 
“O�ense Variables” that determined a 
minimum range for each o�ense. Once the 
range was increased, judges had to select a 
minimum sentence in the heightened range. 
Our client was then sentenced to over 12 years 
in prison before parole eligibility. 
 
Our client appealed his sentence, noting that 
Supreme Court law previously invalidated 
Michigan’s sentencing scheme. The Sixth 
Circuit requested that one of our lawyers who 
was a former Sixth Circuit clerk brief the case. 

In our briefings, we argued that our client. 
was improperly sentenced when Michigan 
increased his mandatory minimum sentence 
by using “O�ense Variables” in violation of the 
Supreme Court precedent.

 The Sixth Circuit was persuaded, finding 
that the sentencing regime violated the 
prohibition on the use of judge-found facts to 
increase mandatory minimum sentences.

Our client’s case was thereafter sent back to 
the Michigan sentencing court for new 
sentencing proceedings. 

DISMISSAL OF ALL CHARGES FOR 
INAUGURATION DAY PROTESTER
In a high-profile case that led to allegations of 
government overreac e secured dismissal of 
all charges against an 18-year-old college 
student following a 2017 Inauguration Day 
protest in Washington, D.C.

The government arrested and charged more 
than 200 people with conspiracy, alleging that 
everyone at the protest was liable for the 
destruction of property as a co-conspirator, 
even though only a few individuals had 
actually destroyed property along the protest 
route. Our client was charged with eight 
counts, including six felonies, and faced a 
potential maximum sentence of 60 years 
in prison.
 
The first jury trial in Washington D.C. 
against six of the defendants garnered 
significant press coverage because of its First 
Amendment implications.  

As our trial team prepared for our client's 
trial and advocated for dropping all charges, 
the government dismissed the case, as well as 
128 others, as the government was unable to 
prove the defendants planned or participated 
in protests with the aim of causing damage.

FIGHTING FOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE VICTIMS
We represented an abused mother in 
obtaining an order of protection, custody 
and child support matters. 

The husband of our client and father of 
their two children was an unstable, abusive 
alcoholic. After he told our client that he had 
fantasies of killing her and their two children, 
she requested legal assistance.

Her custody and visitation case was 
challenging, as the father insisted on joint 
custody and joint decision-making, despite 
his erratic behavior and long history with the 
New York City child welfare system. 

A break came when the father left our client 
several drunk voicemails during a weekend 
when he had the children. As his order of 
protection specified that he was not allowed 
to drink while the children were in his care, 
we immediately mobilized over Thanksgiving 
weekend to prepare an emergency order to 
show cause to suspend his visits altogether.

As a result of our quick, aggressive actions, the 
father agreed to reasonable visitation terms 
and to enter an alcohol treatment program. 

We also compelled the father to negotiate 
after we filed a motion to prevent him from 
o�ering evidence in support of his case 
because he failed to comply with our request 
to investigate his financial situation.

Our client now has legal custody of her 
children, protection from their father, and 
financial support, providing the family with 
the stability they need to move ahead with 
their lives.

JUSTICE FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIMS
We are currently representing a plainti� 
prisoner in a federal civil rights case 
alleging that a prison guard at the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(“CDCR”) committed sexually abusive 
searches. Our representation began at the 
Ninth Circuit, where we successfully reversed 
the district court’s grant of summary 
judgment against Plainti�’s claims.
 
After remand to the district court, we 
reopened discovery to obtain evidence that 
the defendant prison guard sexually 
abused several other prisoners. We also won 
sanctions against CDCR for improperly
withholding evidence of prior sexual assaults 
and for withholding evidence showing that 
CDCR failed to prevent and properly 
investigate these assaults.
 
The case is currently entering expert 
discovery and we have retained Dr. Stjepan 
Mestrovic, a preeminent sociologist who 
testified at the Abu Ghraib trial regarding 
organizational structures that foster and 
permit deviance. Trial on Plainti�’s claims 
will likely occur in late 2019.
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The first jury trial in Washington D.C. 
against six of the defendants garnered 
significant press coverage because of its First 
Amendment implications.  

As our trial team prepared for our client's 
trial and advocated for dropping all charges, 
the government dismissed the case, as well as 
128 others, as the government was unable to 
prove the defendants planned or participated 
in protests with the aim of causing damage.

FIGHTING FOR DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE VICTIMS
We represented an abused mother in 
obtaining an order of protection, custody 
and child support matters. 

The husband of our client and father of 
their two children was an unstable, abusive 
alcoholic. After he told our client that he had 
fantasies of killing her and their two children, 
she requested legal assistance.

Her custody and visitation case was 
challenging, as the father insisted on joint 
custody and joint decision-making, despite 
his erratic behavior and long history with the 
New York City child welfare system. 

A break came when the father left our client 
several drunk voicemails during a weekend 
when he had the children. As his order of 
protection specified that he was not allowed 
to drink while the children were in his care, 
we immediately mobilized over Thanksgiving 
weekend to prepare an emergency order to 
show cause to suspend his visits altogether.

As a result of our quick, aggressive actions, the 
father agreed to reasonable visitation terms 
and to enter an alcohol treatment program. 

We also compelled the father to negotiate 
after we filed a motion to prevent him from 
o�ering evidence in support of his case 
because he failed to comply with our request 
to investigate his financial situation.

Our client now has legal custody of her 
children, protection from their father, and 
financial support, providing the family with 
the stability they need to move ahead with 
their lives.

JUSTICE FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIMS
We are currently representing a plainti� 
prisoner in a federal civil rights case 
alleging that a prison guard at the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(“CDCR”) committed sexually abusive 
searches. Our representation began at the 
Ninth Circuit, where we successfully reversed 
the district court’s grant of summary 
judgment against Plainti�’s claims.
 
After remand to the district court, we 
reopened discovery to obtain evidence that 
the defendant prison guard sexually 
abused several other prisoners. We also won 
sanctions against CDCR for improperly
withholding evidence of prior sexual assaults 
and for withholding evidence showing that 
CDCR failed to prevent and properly 
investigate these assaults.
 
The case is currently entering expert 
discovery and we have retained Dr. Stjepan 
Mestrovic, a preeminent sociologist who 
testified at the Abu Ghraib trial regarding 
organizational structures that foster and 
permit deviance. Trial on Plainti�’s claims 
will likely occur in late 2019.
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IP COUNSEL FOR THE ROYAL NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF BLIND PEOPLE 
In London, we advised the Royal National 
Institute of Blind People, one of the UK’s 
leading sight loss charities and  largest 
community of blind and partially-sighted 
people, on several innovative intellectual 
property projects. 

We o�ered an advice-line support service to 
RNIB for developing technology that betters 
the lives of the blind and partially-sighted. 

We counseled RNIB on several intellectual 
property matters, including legal issues 
regarding: 
• licensing agreements for fundraising  
 activities
• a project to develop a virtual reality tool
• modernisation of RNIB’s branding to  
 reflect more accurately its role in 
 today’s society 

We are proud to partner with RNIB to improve 
the lives of those with sight loss.

Our lawyers advise nonprofits who are active 
globally in a wide range of cultural and 
philanthropic activities. We enjoy helping 
these organizations so that they can e�ectively 
pursue their missions. 

INNOVATIVE PATENTS FOR 
SHIPPING ARTWORK FOR 
GEORGIA O’KEEFFE MUSEUM
We assisted the Georgia O’Kee�e Museum, 
located in New Mexico, in obtaining 
much-needed utility patents for innovative 
systems designed to ship paintings and other 
valuable artwork.  

Traditionally, museums ship artwork in 
wooden crates cushioned with foam. However, 
when transporting artwork in the crates, the 
foam tends to amplify vibrations in transport, 
causing cracks or other damage to the artwork. 

Inventors at the Georgia O’Kee�e Museum 
developed a proprietary shipping system 
that reduces vibrations and protects the 
artwork inside.
 
Our team drafted and successfully prosecuted 
patents for a panel system that reduces 
vibrations, and for a container with 
vibration-damping footing that protects the 
artwork from impact if dropped. 

We also drafted additional patent applications 
for a self-centering platform that suspends 
artwork within the container, further 
reducing the risk of damage from vibrations.  

Nonprofit
Counsel
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2018 – Pro Bono Awards

INTERNAL

Judge Thomas Gibbs Gee Award, Houston – Baker Botts Tax senior associate, Krisa Benskin

2018 Julius Dorsey Award – Baker Botts Litigation associate, Allie Smith Hale 

2018 Romina L. Mulloy-Bossio Award – Baker Botts Litigation associate, Jordan Kazlow

2018 Judge Thomas Gibbs Gee Award, Dallas – Baker Botts Litigation associate, Rubin Gandia

2018 Peter Gray Award – Baker Botts Intellectual Property partner, Samir Bhavsar

EXTERNAL

State Bar of Texas 2018 Pro Bono Coordinator of the Year Award – Baker Botts Tax partner, Keri Brown

Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 2018 Legal Service Award – Baker Botts L.L.P.

Houston Bar Association President’s Award – Baker Botts Litigation partner, Louie Layrisson

Houston Bar Foundation award for Outstanding Individual Contribution to the Houston Bar Association Houston 
Volunteer Lawyers – Baker Botts Tax partner, Keri Brown

Harris County Bench Bar Pro Bono Award 2018 – Baker Botts L.L.P.

Volunteer Legal Services 2018 Covington Pro Bono Service Award – Baker Botts L.L.P.

2018 HerJustice Commitment to Justice Award for a domestic violence case and child support case – 
Baker Botts Intellectual Property lawyers, Eric Faragi and Joseph Akalski

Pro Bono Projects Lady Justice Outstanding Volunteer of the Year for 2017 – Baker Botts Intellecutal 
Property senior associate, Tina Yang

“Pro Bono Excellence” Awards presented to 82 Houston Lawyers

Judge Thomas Gibbs Gee Award, Austin– Baker Botts Intellectual Property associate, Valerie Barker
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2018 – Pro Bono Chairs

KERI D. BROWN - HOUSTON

+1.713.229.1436
keri.brown@bakerbotts.com 

SCOTT D. POWERS - AUSTIN

+1.512.322.2678
scott.powers@bakerbotts.com 

EMANUEL GRILLO - NEW YORK

+1.212.408.2519
emanuel.grillo@bakerbotts.com 

MARK A. MILLER - WASHINGTON

+1.202.639.7714
mark.miller@bakerbotts.com 

DAVID G. WILLE - DALLAS

+1.214.953.6595
david.wille@bakerbotts.com 

SARAH GUSKE – PALO ALTO & SAN FRANCISCO 
+1.415.291.6205
sarah.guske@bakerbotts.com

CATRIONA HATTON - BRUSSELS

+32.2.891.7310
catriona.hatton@bakerbotts.com 

DUSTIN APPEL - DUBAI

+971.4.436.3606
dustin.appel@bakerbotts.com

HAMISH MCARDLE - LONDON

+44.20.7726.3430
hamish.mcardle@bakerbotts.com

SHADI HAROON - RIYADH

+966.11.218.7825
shadi.haroon@bakerbotts.com 
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As an AmLaw 100 firm, Baker Botts ranks among the largest global law 

firms in scope and influence. Explore our world at bakerbotts.com.


