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Baker Botts’ international dispute resolution practice combines cultural

sensitivity with integrity, knowledge and creativity to provide clients with

unlimited opportunities to solve international disputes. For more than a

century, Baker Botts lawyers have served governments, businesses and

individuals facing problems that cross national borders. Our lawyers help

navigate clients through the shoals of international disputes, regardless of

the forum – arbitration, litigation, negotiation or government investigation.

We take care to coordinate legal proceedings pending in multiple

jurisdictions so that they complement, rather than interfere with, one

another. Baker Botts has the expertise to achieve its clients’ goals, and is

committed to doing so.

BBA166-Narr. Mech. 3.24.04.qx  6/8/04  1:20 PM  Page 1



Experience, Relationships, Resources

Baker Botts is a premier, full-service law firm renowned for its global
expertise. With approximately 700 lawyers in the United States,
Europe, Russia, the Caspian Sea region and the Middle East, our clients
draw on a broad range of experience and talent. Our lawyers have
served in high government posts, and as judges, arbitrators, mediators
and in-house counsel to international organizations. We have represented
sovereign nations, princes and presidents, and a vast range of global
businesses and their senior executives.  

Since the firm’s founding in 1840, our clients’ ideas and problems
have taken us to virtually every nation. We have assisted clients with
projects ranging from intercontinental pipelines and international
broadband networks to global manufacturing operations and world-
wide distribution chains. This extensive international practice has
allowed us to build trusted relationships with professionals and specialists
around the globe. Some of these relationships are formal — like our
membership in Lex Mundi, an invitation-only association of
independent law firms in 150 jurisdictions — but most are based on
the people whose trust and confidence we have gained in our
international work. Baker Botts’ collective knowledge and relationships
have created a unique network from which we are free to identify the
right person to help us address and solve each client’s particular business
and legal needs.
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Algeria
Angola
Argentina
Australia
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Belize
Bolivia
Brazil
Brunei
Burma (Myanmar)
Cambodia
Canada
Cayman Islands
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Chile
China
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Congo
Côte d'Ivoire
Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea

Ethiopia
Finland
France
Gabon
Georgia
Ghana
Guatemala
Honduras
India
Indonesia
Iran
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Kazakhstan
Korea
Kuwait
Libya
Madagascar
Malaysia
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Netherlands
Netherland Antilles
Nigeria

Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Romania
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Taiwan
Thailand
Trinidad & Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukraine
USA
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
Venezuela
Yemen

The scope of our presence around the globe is far-reaching. We have
assisted clients with disputes in over 75 countries, including:  

We are prepared to enter virtually any arena for our clients with confidence. 
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What Our Clients Say

Experience enables us to solve our clients’ challenging cross-border
disputes. Our clients are confident in our skill, talent and utmost
attention to their business goals. Many of our greatest successes are
known to no one but our clients and their adversaries. We are proud
of what our clients say about us:

As a global business, Hyundai Motor Company requires global teammates.
Baker Botts has taken the time to understand our business, our goals, and, most
importantly, our culture. Baker Botts has provided us with creative and positive
solutions in our significant international matters. I am proud to have them as an
integral part of the HMC team.

Chung Mong-Koo, Chairman 
Hyundai Motor Company

We were either lucky or smart in choosing Baker Botts to represent us in our recent
international arbitration. The firm always kept their focus on the big picture, and
their objective analysis of the case was always on point. This no doubt contributed to
a successful resolution. I wholeheartedly would recommend Baker Botts for any major
international litigation or arbitration.

Melvin Gray, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
Graycor Inc.

After an oil discovery and the implementation of production in the Middle East, a
dormant third party Consultancy Agreement was discovered and royalty payments
were claimed against our Oil Company. Using Baker Botts' international oil industry
knowledge of such agreements and their network of offices and third party legal
contacts the situation was resolved by arbitration in Europe. Substantial savings to
our company were achieved and we continue to utilize Baker Botts for all our oil
industry related negotiations both in the UK and overseas. The Baker Botts legal team
are dedicated, responsive and act firm but fair to reach solutions on a timely basis.

Ken Hodcroft, Director  
Dove Energy Ltd
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Baker Botts brought the highest level of courtroom advocacy to the arbitration
proceeding. They understood our business problem and turned it into a compelling
story through the full range of advocacy and audiovisual technology. Professionalism
and commitment are the norm for the entire Baker Botts staff.  The team provided the
advocacy required to be successful in arbitration.

David P. Norton, President
Balanced Scorecard Collaborative, Inc.

Baker Botts has helped us not only as a vigorous and effective advocate during
arbitration proceedings, but also in analyzing the business risks and benefits of different
dispute resolution strategies. They have also helped our in house legal team to draft
agreements that are most likely to lead to acceptable outcomes for us should dispute
resolution become an issue.

Philip Stephenson, Deputy CEO 
The Rompetrol Group N.V.

After interviewing several reputable law firms, we chose Baker Botts to handle 
a high-stakes international litigation for us. Not only were we pleased with the
marvelous result, but the firm’s reputation for professionalism shone through with
every aspect of this case. They always had our employees, as well as management,
comfortable in all aspects of the litigation. Their ease in handling multinational
regulations, experts and issues was a testament to their experience in dealing with
international clients.

Paul Hecht, Senior Counsel-Office of the General Counsel
DaimlerChrysler AG

The Baker Botts lawyers have a sensitivity to different cultures which is important to
us in any of our international dealings. The combination of their experience and
tenacity, as well as simple common sense, has always brought successful results for us.
We highly recommend them for any matters of international concern.

Claudio Almeida, Vice President
Odebrecht Construction, Inc.
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International Arbitration Practice

A successful arbitration begins with the arbitration clause and ends
with the enforcement of an arbitral award. We routinely advise clients
on the elements of an effective and enforceable dispute resolution
clause that will maximize their chances of success if a dispute later arises.
And if disputes do arise, we guide our clients through the many strategic
choices they face in the arbitral process. We counsel our clients from
start to finish because we understand the serious business and legal
consequences that can result from a misstep along the arbitral path.

We advise clients from all over the world on both institutional and ad hoc
arbitrations. Our lawyers are experienced advocates, conducting arbitra-
tions under the major multinational and national arbitral institutions.

Our arbitral experience includes a broad array of clients and legal 
situations. A small sample of our recent international arbitrations
includes representation of: 

• one sovereign state against another in a dispute under the auspices
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration regarding sovereignty over
part of the Red Sea. The dispute was governed by principles of
public international law, and the arbitration was bifurcated into
two phases (the first to allocate the ownership of islands in the
Red Sea and the second to address maritime delimitation issues)
(London, U.K.)

• a Korean manufacturer in an ICC arbitration against various
Brazilian respondents in a dispute concerning a Brazilian law-
governed joint venture agreement to build a factory in Brazil
(New York, U.S.A.)

• an international food conglomerate in an SCC arbitration 
against a sovereign state in relation to a construction dispute 
concerning a baby food plant in China (Stockholm, Sweden)

• a Greek shipping company in an LCIA arbitration against a
Georgian state-owned entity and the Georgian government
regarding a petroleum products supply and delivery contract 
dispute (London, U.K.)

• a U.S. private investor in a NAFTA Chapter 11 arbitration 
against a Mexican bank, state and city in relation to a solid waste
concession dispute conducted under ICSID rules (Washington,
D.C., U.S.A.)
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International Litigation Practice

Baker Botts represents many sovereign nations, multinational corporations
and individuals in cross-border disputes pending in national courts.
Our trial lawyers — widely recognized for their excellence in strategy
and courtroom advocacy — have a remarkable record of success in these
matters. Frequently, international disputes generate parallel proceedings
in multiple jurisdictions. Whether we are licensed to practice before
the courts in every nation where the dispute is pending, or instead are
working cooperatively with qualified local counsel to coordinate the
development of winning strategies, our trial lawyers bring their judgment
and experience to every case.    

Our trial lawyers have addressed disputes involving virtually every
industry. International disputes, of course, often present an additional
layer of specialized legal issues relating to conflict of laws, sovereign
immunity, the act of state doctrine, the forum non conveniens doctrine,
international service and international discovery. Because we understand
these issues, their application is often a part of the solution.

The diversity of our experience in this arena is evidenced by the variety
of matters we handle for our clients. A small sample of recent international
litigation matters includes representation of: 

• a high-level Saudi Arabian government official against allegations
of misconduct arising under the Alien Tort Claims Act

• the Republic of Venezuela in lawsuits filed in U.S. federal court
to recover assets misappropriated from failed Venezuelan financial
institutions

• an international energy consortium in proceedings pending in
the Republic of Georgia regarding efforts by an international
NGO to halt construction of a multibillion dollar oil pipeline

• a major chemical company in litigation pending in the
Philippines, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Panama, Honduras, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Dominica and
Cote d’Ivoire 

• a major computer manufacturer in a multi-jurisdictional intellectual
property dispute pending in the Netherlands, the United States
and the European Patent Office 

BBA166-Narr. Mech. 3.24.04.qx  6/8/04  1:20 PM  Page 7



Government Investigations Practice

Baker Botts assists international corporations facing complex regulatory
or criminal investigations and prosecutions in the United States, as
well as U.S. corporations facing domestic investigation or prosecution
for their overseas activities. These matters are often of the greatest
sensitivity and significance to our clients. Baker Botts has a specialized
team of attorneys who have been advising and defending corporate and
individual clients facing Foreign Corrupt Practice Act (FCPA), securities,
antitrust, export control, environmental and other serious regulatory
and criminal charges for more than thirty years.

Our work in this arena is often highly confidential. A small sample of
our many successful representations in a wide variety of regulatory and
criminal fields include:

Antitrust a Russian mining company in obtaining antitrust 
clearance at the U.S. Federal Trade Commission and the
U.S. Treasury for the acquisition of a publicly traded U.S.
company, while simultaneously coordinating with Russian
government-licensed security officials to ensure compliance
with stringent Russian state secrecy laws

Bank Regulatory a major South American financial institution in a multi-
national government investigation of the financial activities
and business practices of its operations in the United States
and elsewhere, leading to a confidential negotiated resolution

Environmental a multinational petrochemicals company in proceedings
before the Belgian environmental agency relating to
indemnification and successor liability cleanup obligations
on a contaminated industrial site

Export Controls a U.S. aeronautics and aerospace company in criminal
and civil administrative proceedings before the U.S.
Justice and State Departments for alleged disclosures of
missile technology to China

FCPA a major U.S. defense contractor in an internal investigation
and parallel government and Congressional inquiries
regarding the sale of defense materiel in the Middle East
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